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in the Central, Dharwar and Belgaum in the Southern
Division.

Ahmadabad, which is a very large place at the neck
of the Gujarat peninsula, equidistant from the Eann of
Katch and the Gulf of Cambay, contains many beautiful
specimens of Muhammadan architecture. Unfortunately
some of these monuments, including the great mosque
of Sultan Ahmad, were shattered or destroyed by the
terrible earthquake which seriously injured the place
in 1819. Still many fine structures remain to delight
the student of architecture. The city is now a great
centre of Oriental art, producing exquisite specimens of
damascened metal-work, gold and silver plate, mother-
of-pearl objects, rich trappings and caparisons for the
native princes.

The late Gaikwar of Baroda was deposed by the para-
mount power for maladministration. He was held by the
Government of India to have been guilty of an attempt
to poison the British Eesident by a dose of diamond-dust.
Baroda itself, which lies nearly midway between Ahmada-
bad and Surat, has prospered in the sunshine of Maratha
royalty, and is a fine city, though not remarkable for
architecture.

Surat occupies a convenient position near the mouth
of the Eiver Tapti, about 160 miles by rail due north
of Bombay. It is the natural emporium of the rich
Kandeish valley, and covers a large space some 8 miles
in circumference on the left bank of the river, 20 miles
from the Gulf of Gambay. In the early days of the
East India Company it was the principal trading-place
on the west coast, but since the eighteenth century it has
become quite secondary to Bombay.